Introduction
. 32 The asymptomatic incubation period of the virus is estimated 33 to be between 2 and 12 days; however, up to 24 days incubation 34 period was reported in some studies (C.C. Lai et al., 2020) . The 35 most common symptoms of coronavirus disease are fever, tired-36 ness, dry cough and shortness of breath. More than 80% of cases 37 are mild and recover from the disease without needing special 38 treatment. However, around 15% of cases are categorised as 39 severely ill and the remaining 5% are categorised as critically 40 ill. In severe and critical cases, acute respiratory disease can lead 41 to pneumonia, kidney failure, and even death.
42
Although it is still early to determine the case fatality ratio 43 (CFR); today it is estimated to be over 4.5% (WHO, 2020b Doremalen et al., 2020) . Transmission from asymptomatic 61 COVID-19 carriers possibility was also reported (Bai et al., 62 2020; C.-C. Lai et al., 2020) . . Moreover, salivary gland epithe-79 lial cells can potentially be infected by SARS-CoV and become 80 a major source of the virus in saliva (Liu et al., 2011) . Even 81 after patient recovery, recusancy during the convalescence per-82 iod was reported (D. Chen et al., 2020) . This is plausible since 83 the presence of some virus strains in saliva for as long as 84 29 days have been reported in the literature (Barzon et al., 85 2016; Zuanazzi et al., 2017) . From there, patients in need of dental care should be cate-160 gorised according to the probability of them being COVID-19 161 affected or carriers (Fig. 1) . 162 The dental treatment should also be classified according to 163 the severity of the case and the degree of procedure invasive-164 ness and risk ( Guan, W., Ni, Z., Hu, Y., Liang, W., Ou, C., He, J., Liu, L., Shan, H., 305 Lei, C., Hui, D.S., Du, B., Li, L., Zeng, G., Yuen, K.-Y., Chen, R., 306 Tang, C., Wang, T., Chen, P., Xiang, J., Li, S., Wang, J., Liang, Z., 307
